
 

Classification – Official 1 

  

Ormiston Academies Trust 

Ormiston Meridian Academy  
Search Policy 

Policy version control 

Policy type Internal Policy 

Author G Davies 

Approved by  

Release date August 2020 

Next release date August 2022 

Description of changes N/A 
 



 

Classification – Official 2 

Purpose 
Ormiston Meridian Academy (OMA) is committed to maintaining safe, orderly 
environment, to promote health and safety within the academy grounds, and to 
provide an environment conducive to education as well as ensuring no contraband 
materials (see behaviour and safety policy) are brought onto the academy site. There 
may be times that students need to be searched to ensure that no contraband 
materials enter the academy site. This policy serves as guidance for staff when a 
need to search student arises. 

This policy works in conjunction with the academy behaviour and safety policy. 
Students can be subject to a search; while on academy grounds, immediately before 
or during academy hours, or immediately after academy hours, or at any other time 
when the academy is being used by an academy group, or at any point that academy 
staff have a suspicion a student may possess contraband materials. It is a criminal 
offense to possess any weapon in or on academy property or on a academy bus.  

Searches 

Students may be subject to being searched if there is reasonable supposition that 
a student is in the possession of contraband material. The purpose of these search 
methods is to deter the possession of contraband materials (phones, drugs and 
alcohol, weapons). If students are found to be in possession of materials that are in 
violation of academy policy or statute, the items shall be confiscated and students will 
be subject to discipline as outlined in the behaviour and safety policy. 

If a search is carried out the following procedures are to be followed; 

• Students are to be informed that they are to be searched for ‘contraband 
materials/items’ 

• All searchers are to be conducted by two at least two members of staff with at 
least one member of staff being a senior member of academy staff 

• An initial search can consist of students; emptying their pockets, emptying 
their bag, taking of their blazer to be searched by staff, removal of shoes. 

If an in-depth search is required (suspected contraband material has not been found) 
a hand-held metal detector (wand) is to be used and the following procedures are to 
be followed; 

• Students and their personal belongings shall be searched by Academy 
employees using a hand-held metal detector (wand) owned by the Academy. 
The search should be conducted, when possible, by an employee of the same 
sex of the student. 

• All ‘wand’ searches will be conducted by two members of Academy staff. At 
least one of these members of staff are to be a senior member of staff.  

• The Academy employee conducting the metal detector search should not 
make contact with the student’s body with the wand.  

• Prior to being scanned with a wand, a student will be asked to remove any 
metal objects (e.g. keys, phones, belt buckles, etc.) and set those objects 
aside.  

• If during the screening of a student the detector is activated, the student shall 
be asked whether he or she has anything made of metal in the area scanned. 
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If the article is removable (e.g. a set of keys), the student shall be asked to 
remove the article and the screening repeated.  

• If the detector is again activated and the article cannot be removed (e.g. a belt 
buckle), the staff member shall visually confirm the student’s explanation. 

The wand may be used straight away if there is reasonable suspicion a 
student is carrying contraband items. 

  

If the activation cannot be explained or eliminated, an expanded search (i.e. a 
pat down of the student) shall be conducted, If possible, by an employee of the same 
sex as the student. As stated above at least one other academy employee shall be 
present during any search. The scope of the search should be focused on detecting if 
the student is in possession of contraband material.  

Reasonable Suspicion  

When the Academy has reasonable suspicion to believe that contraband materials 
are in the possession of an identified student, the Academy is authorised to use the 
search procedures as outlined above. “Individualised reasonable suspicion” means a 
belief based on the totality of the circumstances which, when taken together in the 
context of the academy building or activity in which they occur, make the student or 
property searched more likely than a student or property selected to be searched. 

Random Checks  

Senior may decide to conduct a ‘random search’ students before entering the 
academy, or at any point of the academy day. The search will be conducted at 
random times of the day but the students selected for ‘random searching’ can be; 

• Students who staff have individualised reasonable suspicion of carrying 
contraband 

• External agencies have provided the academy with information i.e. police, 
social care etc. 

• If students are associated with students that have been previously found with 
or academy staff has a suspicion of carrying contraband items.  

The principal reserves the right to approve random checks of any student 
within the academy at any time. 


