
 

September 2021 
 
Dear parent/ guardian, 
 
At Ormiston Meridian Academy, we refer to homework and tasks to be completed outside the 
classroom as HAIL. This acronym stands for Home and Independent Learning (HAIL)  
 
Rationale: 
  
 The purpose of HAIL in our academy is to make sure that content and skills taught in the 
classroom are supported by carefully planned home and independent learning tasks. HAIL 
should build on what students have already learned, help learners remember more effectively, 
or prepare students for the next phase of their learning. We call this a 3 R strategy which 
includes opportunities to recap key information, revise and research. 
 
We have the highest aspirations for our learners and through HAIL we hope to support their 
journey to becoming successful, effective, and inquisitive learners. 
 
The tasks set could include: revising keywords and definitions, answering questions, 
completing practical tasks, planning or completing an essay, devising a timeline,  
completing a worksheet, a reading comprehension task, reading and retrieval task, a closed 
exercise, a series of questions on the topic being studied in class, watching a video to support 
learning, researching a famous person, event, place, creating a poem, devising a mind-map, 
learning a speech, speaking test response, etc. 
 
How often and how much HAIL should my child receive?  
 
There are differences are depending on how often they have the subject e.g.- core subjects 
have lessons virtually daily and set HAIL with greater regularity, foundation subjects have 
lessons three to four times over the fortnight, and some subjects are taught once a fortnight so 
they issue less HAIL.  
The class teacher can issue the HAIL task in any lesson as there is not a set timetable. It will 
be issued when the class teacher feels it is most appropriate to enable learners to recap, 
revise and research key content. All HAIL tasks will be set on Google Classroom with a clear 
completion date, it is the expectation deadlines are met by the student. 
We also offer a HAIL club which meets every night from 3.15 until 4.15 in S28 (located on the 
second floor). Furthermore, we also have computers and laptops available in the Learning 
Resource Centre (located on the first floor). 
The table below indicates how much HAIL your child is likely to receive depending on the key 
stage they are in y7/8/9= KS3, y10/11=KS4. 



 

 

We expect students to be able to plan and organize their work outside the classroom. The 
tables below give an idea of the frequency of HAIL and how long it should take your child to 
complete it. 
 
HAIL KS3- Year 7, 8, 9 
Subject Y7 Y8 Y9 
English 
Maths 
Science 

At least 30 mins 
weekly minimum 

At least 30 minutes 
weekly minimum 

At least 45 minutes 
weekly minimum 

History 
Geography 
French 
Design, 
Catering 
and Textiles 
ART 

At least 30 mins 
every fortnight 
minimum 

At least 30 minutes 
every fortnight 
minimum 

45 mins every 
fortnight minimum 

Music 
Dance 
Drama 

At least 30 minutes 
every other lesson 
minimum 

At least 30 minutes 
every other lesson 
minimum 

At least 45 minutes 
every other lesson 
minimum 

Religious 
Education 
and 
Computing 

 At least 30 minutes 
every fortnight 
minimum 

At least 30 minutes 
every fortnight 
minimum 

At least 30 minutes 
every fortnight 
minimum 

 
HAIL KS4 Y10. 11 
Subject Y10 Y11 
English/ Maths/ Science Up to 2 hours every week  Up to 2 hours every week 

and additional revision 
tasks and exam 
preparation 

Options subjects, i.e. 
History, Geography, 
BTEC Sport, etc 

Up to an hour every week  Up to an hour every week 
and additional revision 
and exam preparation 

 
If you have any concerns or questions regarding the frequency, tasks, or queries regarding 
home and independent learning please do not hesitate to contact me at 01782 377100 or 
alternatively at ldavies1@omera.co.uk 
Your sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr L Davies 
 


