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Here at Sandon we aim to provide a wide range of opportunities for all our students which are designed to 

raise achievement by motivating young people to become more effective learners through the enjoyment of 

learning, good study habits, stretch and challenge.  Curriculum enrichment adds greater quality and value to 

a person on the journey they take to fulfil their potential. The enrichment opportunities we provide can make 

a significant impact on the learning, development and overall wellbeing of our students. These activities 

provide scope for students to develop personal, social and lifelong skills as they prepare for the wider world. 

We ask our young people to ‘Get involved!’ and join in the experiential opportunities designed to fulfil their 

potential in academic, physical and creative achievements. Enrichment activities are based both within the 

classroom, for example workshops led by visiting speakers and through extra-curricular clubs at lunchtime 

or after school. Access to high quality educational experiences include educational trips and visits, 

residential experiences, international links, charity fundraising, volunteer services, competitions, sports, 

music, dance, drama and theatre performances. 

Our partnership links with a range of organisations enable us to maximise the educational experiences of 

our young people. Links with the primary feeder schools support activities to enable smooth transition to 

KS3. Strong partnership links with local colleges and universities enable us to collaborate and offer post 16 

course taster sessions which support future learning pathways and transition at KS4. In addition, our links 

with employers and business organisations in the wider community offer projects and activities to support 

student career plans and develop employability skills. 

High expectations are set and curriculum enrichment provision aims to raise achievement by 

enabling students to: 

Build upon learning in the classroom 

Enjoy a broader range of experiences, activities, people, cultures and places 

Work independently and work co-operatively with others 

Develop good study strategies 

Build confidence, develop communication skills and raise self-esteem 

Curriculum enrichment offers an opportunity to celebrate new learning and skills development. Student 

successes and achievements are recognised and celebrated in assembly and with praise postcards sent 

home to parents. 

Presented here is a snapshot of enrichment activities from the last twelve months. 

Curriculum Enrichment 



Faculty of Art & Design 

The KMF Challenge: 

Young Engineer 2016 

Sent into Space 

A team of Year 10 students within 

Design & Technology are taking 

part in the Young Engineer of the 

Year competition 2016 hosted by 

KMF Engineering. Schools across 

the country are invited to take on  

a robotics challenge that involves 

students in a series of space 

missions. 

The challenge is to design and launch a satellite capsule into space. The 

team must work together to solve real world design engineering, technology 

and computing problems. Students work alongside industry experts and 

universities to develop advanced technical skills, teamwork and have fun 

whilst learning. Students attended a Stratospheric STEM event where they 

joined in masterclasses on principles of design - ‘function and aesthetics’, 

space flight, data collection and scientific reporting and digital media 

production. The challenge will also present potential new careers to students 

and helps to put school learning into a real world context. 

The team includes: Hope Clutton, 

Harriet Johnson, Laura Merriott, 

Maisie Shaw, Kalem Barker, 

Jonathan Hart, Joshua Tellwright, 

Jordan Warrilow, Sam Humphries. 



Faculty of Computing 

& Business 

IT Girls Allowed: Year 8 Computer Science 

Barclays Technology Centre, Cheshire 

Year on year fewer students are choosing IT 

as a GCSE subject which has a direct impact 

on the number of young people choosing a 

career path in IT when they leave education. 

This challenge impacts both sexes but is 

particularly prevalent for girls. Less than 10% 

of the workforce within the field of IT are 

female. 

Barclays invited a group of Sandon Year 8 girls 

to join with other schools at an IT event at their Technology Centre based in Cheshire. The purpose of the 

event ‘IT Girls Allowed’ was designed to engage Key Stage 3 girls in a series of computing workshops and 

to encourage them to consider a career in IT when they leave education. 

The girls received presentations on the application of computing in astronomy; joined in an innovative 

workshop to design the future of online banking; joined in a programming session with robots and learned 

about cryptography, the Enigma machine and the work of women at Bletchley Park. They learned the 

importance of security and the application of codes and cyphers in banking, e.g. debit and credit cards. On 

the tour of the Technology Centre, the students met with female employees working in IT roles within the 

bank including the Command Centre which controls the secure processing of 17 trillion transactions per day 

in sixty countries around the world. 

Students developed their computing skills and gained a positive insight into IT careers and work related 

skills that are valued by employers. 



Computer Science Taster Day 

for Year 10 at NULC 

Aspiring Year 10 students, who are keen to take up a career in Computer Science, 

enjoyed a day at Newcastle-under-Lyme FE College where they joined in a series 

of workshops and lectures providing hands-on practical experience for learning. In 

one session students worked in the Lego Lab using the education kits to design, 

develop and test an innovative model racing car. Students then joined in a 

workshop using Ubuntu, a Linux based Operating System. Further exploration of 

computing and programming came in the workshop using a Raspberry Pi.  This is 

a small and quite powerful credit-card sized computer, which is easy to use and 

which was developed to help improve computer literacy. Feedback from the day 

indicated that students found the day both highly enjoyable and informative in 

relation to college courses, qualifications and careers. 

Faculty of Computing 

& Business 



Faculty of Computing 

& Business 

Responsible Business Week: Question Time 

Sandon Business students in Year 10 and 11 hosted 

an inter-schools Question Time Event in support of a 

national campaign highlighting ‘Responsible Business 

Week’.  This event was run in conjunction with 

Business in the Community, an organisation which 

develops effective and mutually beneficial partnerships 

between schools and businesses. 

The event was in the style of a Question Time panel 

discussion where students from across the city met 

with senior business leaders and explored key topics by asking a series of challenging questions. Students 

developed an awareness of the external environment in which business operates and the importance of 

ethical business behaviour and sustainability in the wider global economy. Students were encouraged to 

share their ideas to improve the ways in which business works and to help communities thrive. The event 

directly supported students’ learning of Business, Economics and Law and provided information on careers 

and future employment pathways. 

Joining Sandon in the event were students from the following schools: 

Ormiston Sir Stanley Matthews Academy, Excel Academy, Co-operative Academy, Discovery Academy, 

Thistley Hough Academy, Haywood Academy. 

The Question Time Panel Members included: 

Stuart Seddon, Chairman, Novus Property Solutions Ltd 

Dr Geoff Edgell, Director and Principal Construction Consultant, Lucideon Ltd 

Kevin Smith, Principal, Stoke-on-Trent College 

Professor Kurt Allman, Chair of Enterprise and Director of Keele Management School 

Mo Chaudry, Entrepreneur, Waterworld 

Sara Williams, CEO, Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

Tony Scholes, Chairman, Stoke City Football Club 

Kathie McInnes, Education Reporter, The Sentinel 



ar 7 

Faculty of Computing 

& Business 

The ‘Tenner Challenge’ Year 7 

All Year 7 students took part in a Young Enterprise Challenge Day where students 

worked together in competitive teams on a range of mini-enterprise learning 

activities supported by business advisors.  The aim of the day was to help 

students build their confidence in a fun learning environment and to develop their 

skills of literacy, numeracy, communication, problem solving and teamwork. 

For those students who wished to get a taste of what it’s like to be a real 

entrepreneur we then offered the Tenner Challenge as an enrichment activity. 

This is a national competition to find the next generation of budding 

entrepreneurs. Each student is loaned £10 from the Tenner Bank to start up their 

business. Students worked as individuals and as teams to come up with their 

business idea and make it happen. The aim of the challenge is to develop 

creativity, financial awareness and communication skills to ensure the mini 

enterprise is successful. 

The challenge was taken up enthusiastically by individuals and teams in Y7 with 

some raising sales for themselves and others raising funds for charity. One team 

The MacHearty Butterflies organised a Fun Run, involving students, staff, parents 

and families and raised £150 for their chosen charities. The hard work, 

commitment and success of the students was recognised by Young Enterprise 

and reported in the press. 

Turn £ 10 into something 

Specia£ 



Year 9 Business Studies 

Within Business Studies, all students in Year 9 joined in the Premier League Enterprise Challenge. This is a 

national competition for schools organised through Premier League Clubs including Stoke City FC and the 

event is supported by the Department of Business, Innovation and Skills. A team of successful Sandon 

students made it through to the Regional Final. 

This season’s challenge required students to develop a strategy that encourages attending fans to spend 

more time at the ground on match days. The team of students ‘Sandon Stars’, who set up an events 

management company, were invited to SCFC to present their business proposal for a seasonal match day 

‘fun plaza’. Students worked within competition criteria to present solutions that involved the community and 

ensured financial value for money. Students worked together to carry out research, develop their ideas and 

present their financial projections. 

The team of presenters involved: Nathan Borthwick, Phoebe Bailey, Dominic Green, Taylor Bratton, 

Mary Dyche. 

Faculty of Computing 

& Business 

Premier League Enterprise Challenge 



Faculty of 

Communications 

Year 8 English 

Literacy Skills Workshops for Boys 

Literacy is one of the building blocks of education and life-long success. By 

embedding good literacy skills into the culture of KS3 we are ensuring students 

are in a stronger position to achieve their potential. It was noted that some 

students, particularly Year 8 boys, were lacking in confidence when it came to 

written work. Putting pen to paper should provide a gateway for our students to 

articulate their thoughts and express ideas.  A focus on the content of writing 

and presentation of work became a priority for the English Department. 

Working in partnership with The Oaks and the ITT Programme - a group of 

Associate Teachers worked with the boys in a workshop and helped them to 

develop their written skills, writing down thoughts and ideas quickly. All of the 

students crafted fantastic pieces of writing based on the film ‘Cast Away’, an 

epic survival drama where the main character is stranded on a deserted island. 

This workshop helped to boost levels of confidence and ensure a high quality 

presentation of work across the year group. The following individual students 

were rewarded for their hard work and outstanding efforts: Harvey Nash, 

Bradley Davies and Zach Latham. 



Routes to Languages 

An opportunity for Year 8 

Year 8 More Able and Talented students and their families took part in a Languages 

Day at Keele University. The event aimed to highlight global opportunities for 

careers and employability through the learning and application of languages. 

Students enjoyed the day at university. Following a tour of the campus and a 

presentation from Steven Fawkes of the Association for Language Learning, 

students and parents could meet with employers and MFL graduates. 

Students then enjoyed a series of interactive language workshops including a 

focus on Europe (German, Spanish, French, Italian) and taster sessions involving 

Russian, Mandarin and Japanese. 

Faculty of 

Communications 



Faculty of 

Communications 

World Book Day 2016 

Staff embrace world book day by 

dressing as their favourite 

literacy character 



The KS3 Sandon team showed off their public speaking skills at the Youth Speaks Competition organised by 

Rotary and SASCAL for schools and colleges. Public speaking is an important life skill and is one that 

employers and organisations value. The competition aims to offer young people an opportunity to work as 

a team, to formulate ideas on topical subjects and the discipline of presenting with high standards of 

expression in a limited time. 

The Sandon Youth Speaks team who studied the 

elements of public speaking and developed key skills 

in their English lessons are: 

Rachel Merriott - Chairperson (Year 7) 

Anastasia Balanyuk - Speaker (Year 8) 

Jaime Huxley - Proposer of the Vote of Thanks (Year 8) 

Their presentation on ‘Making Britain Great!’ explored the heritage and rich cultural diversity of Britain. 

Competing against other schools and their highly skilled teams, the team’s presentation impressed both the 

audience and the panel of expert speakers. The judges’ feedback commented on the passion and 

conviction of our young people and stated it was a wonderful demonstration of their achievement in public 

speaking. 

Faculty of 
Communications 

Youth Speaks Competition 



Geography flies the flag 

for Eco and Sustainability 

A guest speaker, Councillor Daniel Jellyman (Hanford & Trentham) met with 

Year 9 students in their geography class to present future sustainability plans for 

Stoke-on-Trent and gain feedback from our young people.  He is the Heritage 

Champion for Stoke-on-Trent and Cabinet and also the lead for City Renewal and 

Regeneration.  Students hosted a Question and Answer session with reference 

to ECO, sustainability and Green Enterprises. 

In February the ECO team represented Sandon at the ECO Schools’ Showcase 

at the Kings Hall.  This was an opportunity to present our school activities and 

for students to share ideas and celebrate achievements. The Eco team raised 

awareness of Fairtrade through an assembly, display and sales of products in 

school and the Fairtrade Bake Off competition. 

In March Sandon celebrated the achievement of the ECO School Award 

following a review by the School Assessor. Led by the students they gave an 

overview of all their work for ECO and sustainability and their achievements 

including, energy management, litter and recycling, garden project and the walk 

to school project. 

Faculty of Humanities 



‘Harry’s History Lesson’ 

The 70th anniversary of the end of the Holocaust brought an opportunity for our students to hear from people 

who saw these events with their own eyes. These are, however, the last witnesses and their stories will slip 

from living testimonies to recorded history. To support Year 11 students in their studies of History GCSE, 

Harry Bibring, a Holocaust survivor now aged 90 came into school and presented a true life History lesson. 

From 1941 to 1949, Jews were systematically murdered in a genocide, one of the largest in history as part 

of a broader aggregate of acts of oppression in Europe by the Nazi regime. The students listened intently 

and with respect to Harry’s presentation. He described his life as a Jewish child in the 1930s when the 

Nazis took over his home city of Vienna Austria. Many of the students commented that by hearing Harry’s 

story first hand it had a profound and powerful impact on their learning. 

Faculty of Humanities 

Visiting Speaker: Harry Bibring 

Child Survivor of The Holocaust 



Earlier this year Sandon students in Year 10 joined in Local Democracy Week - an annual national event 

which aims to raise young people’s awareness of how local councils operate, tell them about the 

opportunities available for taking part in decision-making at local level and as a result, draw their attention 

to how them taking part in local affairs is crucial in maintaining effective local democracy. 

During the week our young people learned: 

How they can influence the reshaping of Stoke-on-Trent and have a say in it. 

How to be listened to and express their views on political roles. 

How to get to know their local councillors and learn about their roles and 

responsibilities. 

How to find out about the democratic and decision making processes and how they 

can take part. 

Listening to young people: Meeting with Debbie Whieldon, Local Councillor 

Following the Democracy Week, Year 9 students studying Law invited Debbie Whieldon 

into school to join in a question and answer session on her role and responsiblities. In return 

she wanted to find out what young people think is good about the city and their priorities for 

improvement. She gave an insight into her work with the City Council in terms of the Directorates 

(Health & Social Care, Education, Roads and Transport, Public Services, Housing). She gave 

an overview of strategic plans and opportunities for business, employment and young people’s 

careers. She talked about the balance of taking account of local community needs and issues 

and the importance of managing the budget. The feedback has been reported into the City 

Council’s ‘Stronger Together’ public engagement exercise. In addition there is a planned visit 

for the students to tour the Council Chambers and to meet the Lord Mayor. 

Faculty of Humanities 

Law 

Local Democracy Week 



Faculty of Mathematics 

Stretch and Challenge 

for Year 11 

At the start of the autumn term a one day mathematical enrichment event was 

developed for fifty of the more able students in Year 11 at Keele University. 

The aim of the event was to raise aspirations, encourage students to achieve 

the highest grades and to perhaps consider A level Maths.  One session 

involved students working with the University of Liverpool FunMaths Roadshow - 

a collection of 350 practical maths activities which offer both challenge and 

enjoyment. Students developed their skills of problem solving, ideas exploration, 

insight and development, analysis and debate and solution achievement. In 

addition students had a tour of the campus and met with lecturers and 

undergraduates from the Faculty of Computing and Mathematics. Student 

feedback from the day was the event was really challenging and they enjoyed 

learning new maths. 

Maths Feast - a team challenge for Year 10 

A team of four most able mathematicians in Year 10 formed a team to take part 

in the national inter-schools Maths Feast Challenge organised by the Further 

Mathematics Support Programme. The team comprised: Ethan Antrobus, Ellie 

Brown, Gigi Chen and Laura Merriott. This is an exciting competition which tests 

mathematical, communication and teamwork skills. Not only do students answer 

questions linked to GCSE but also are tested on their ability to acquire and 

apply new knowledge following the study of an extension A level

maths topic.  The team were ranked as one of the top 

ten performing teams on the day. 



Students with potential to achieve A* grades in GCSE joined in a series of 

four weekly masterclasses, designed to support in depth mathematical 

revision and exam technique.  The sessions provided a day of 

stimulating maths activities to inspire students and build confidence 

for success. 

Year 7 & 8 Problem Solving 

To help students develop an understanding of problem solving the 

maths department held a challenge day for Year 7 and 8 students. 

The aim was to help students build their confidence and develop 

skills required to tackle unfamiliar challenges. Students need to be able to apply fundamental skills in the real 

world and everyday contexts. The day involved a series of mini-mathematical challenges and puzzles where 

students defined the problem, collected data, analysed and interpreted the information and presented results. 

Faculty of Mathematics 

Year 11 Saturday Masterclasses for Mathematicians 



Faculty of Mathematics 

March 14th World Pi Day 

Pi Day is a worldwide celebration day involving the Greek symbol 

used in mathematics to represent a constant of 3.14159 - the ratio 

of the circumference of the circle to its diameter. The whole school 

observed this day of special significance in a variety of maths 

activities across the curriculum including dingbats, a Pi decimals 

competition, a challenge to create a poem or a story using the 

digits of Pi.  The finale event was Pi a maths teacher! 

Students were able to pay 50p to buy a voting slip and the teacher 

with the most votes got a ‘Pie’ in the face!!!! raising funds for Charity. 



Faculty of Performance 

Drama, Performance and Theatre 

at Staffordshire University 

Aspiring Year 9 students studying Performing Arts enjoyed a visit to Staffordshire 

University where they joined in a behind the scenes tour of the Drama Faculty 

and met with lecturers and undergraduates as they worked on a new theatre 

production. Students were given an overview of the degree course and gained 

insight into future career opportunities. 

Performing Arts Masterclass 

The Year 9 students are working on the play ‘Blood Brothers’ and recently took 

part in a practical masterclass given by Ed Costello, a Drama and Theatre Arts 

practitioner.  Ed has performed in the West End production of Blood Brothers 

and worked both back stage in a creative role and also on stage as a performer. 

The students worked as a team to develop their communication skills both verbal 

and non-verbal and to build confidence. Performance skills, characterisation, 

music, movement and physical theatre were developed in the workshop as 

students devised their scenes and experienced direction from a professional 

performer. These skills will be developed in future lessons with a view to 

showcase their final theatre pieces. 

Theatre Productions 

Students in all year groups enjoy visits to the local theatres to view plays and 

musical productions including ‘An Inspector Calls’ and ‘The Curious Incident of 

the Dog in the Night-Time’.  In addition students and staff join together to plan 

and deliver in-school plays and productions including a festive Christmas 

pantomime. Students are also members of amateur theatre groups and take part 

in a varietyof productions in responsible roles including acting, dance, music, 

technical stage management - set design, lighting and audio. 



Faculty of Performance 

Cinderella Production 



PE and Sports 

At Sandon a broad range of sports and physical activities are offered to all our 

students. Playing sport helps to keep people healthy and is good for our 

community.  The intention is to encourage more people to play sport safely from 

a young age and to help maintain their enthusiasm for sports and fitness 

throughout life. Some of the many sporting activities, including team challenges, 

league competitions and after school clubs, are listed here: 

Netball tournaments 

Football league 

Football coaching with Stoke City FC 

Basketball 

Trampoline competitions - students achieved Runner Up Award 

Tennis coaching 

Rounders competitions 

Badminton 

Athletics 

Fun Sports 

We also recognise students’ achievements who participate in our fun sports 

events and who volunteer to raise funds for charity. There is whole school 

involvement in National Sports Week and we host an annual KS3 Sports Day 

which engages students and staff in an exciting inter-form competition. Students 

also support the ‘27’ Challenge where they walk, jog or run for 27 minutes to 

raise funds for a leukaemia charity. Most recently a group of Y7 students 

organised a charity Fun Run for Sport Relief and were joined by staff, students 

and our local community who supported the fundraising event. Students gained 

confidence and enjoyed the fun learning experience. 

Faculty of Performance 



Faculty of Performance 

Bonita Norris 

Inspirational Role Models 

Playing sport in school or at after school clubs is the first step to competition at 

the highest level. Links with sports role models at the top of their game are 

maintained to inspire our students. Rebecca Martin, a past student, first showed 

an interest in archery at her local primary school. The talented teenager went on 

to develop her skills at Sandon and later represented Great Britain and defeated 

Olympic competitors in her ambitions to be the best. Matthew Walker, born with 

cerebral palsey, is one of our most respected British Paralympians and a world 

chamionship swimmer. He brought his gold medals in to school and shared his 

Olympic journey with students. Bonita Norris is the youngest person to reach 

both the summit of Mount Everest and the North Pole. Her inspirational 

presentation encouraged students to set clear personal goals, work hard and 

fulfil their potential. 



Faculty of Science 

National Science and Engineering Week 2016 

To celebrate NSEW all year 9 students visited The Big Bang Fair at the NEC, 

Birmingham. This is the largest celebration of Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Maths in the UK and directly supports learning. Students enjoyed an amazing 

day with hundreds of hands-on activities, shows and workshops including for 

example; spaceflight, robots, super computers, nature and animals, mind health 

and beauty, engineering in motion. Students had opportunities to meet the experts 

and explore career opportunities. 



The Duke of Edinburgh Award is the world’s leading youth achievement award 

and Sandon College is a licensed DofE Centre for delivery of the programme. 

Our qualified leader, Mr D Blundred, offers ‘stretch and challenge’ encouragement 

and skills development to the group of 30 students in Year 9 who have enlisted in 

the programme. This offers adventure and major challenge through a wide range 

of activities to young people at three progressive levels - Bronze, Silver and Gold. 

By taking part students gain new skills, push their own personal development 

boundaries and the whole experience enables them to enhance their college and 

university applications. Students have experienced a taste of the outdoors and 

worked in teams to complete a practice walk before progressing to the final 

expedition. They have developed planning, organising, communication and 

leadership skills whilst also having a fun learning experience. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 



Duke of Edinburgh Award 

‘A Taste of the Outdoors’ 

There are twenty six Year 9 students preparing for their Bronze Award this 

year and as part of their course they experienced a ‘taste of the outdoors’. 

In Spring, students took part in several weekend practice walks around the 

Roaches area in Staffordshire. Prior to the walk students worked in groups 

to plan the route, assess individual strengths and prepared to take special 

equipment for the journey. 

The groups started out from two separate locations and were tasked with 

navigating their way to the end meeting point. Throughout the practice 

walks, the students demonstrated excellent map reading skills and an 

awareness of the Countryside Code. They worked well as teams and all 

completed the course. 



Duke of Edinburgh Award 

‘A Taste of the Outdoors’ 



Duke of Edinburgh Award 

‘A Taste of the Outdoors’ 



Careers 

National Apprenticeship Week 2016 

Co-ordinated by National Skills Agency events 

were organised to showcase the benefits of 

apprenticeships and links with employers. 

Sandon Year 10 students joined in activities 

organised by Newcastle College on their 

Apprenticeships Bus Roadshow. 

National Apprenticeship 

Week March 2016 

Year 10 students 

Students met with apprentices 

and learned about the 

opportunities for careers and 

courses.  They heard about 

‘a day in the life’ of an apprentice 

and tried out some ‘hands on’ 

activities. 



Careers 

Sandon Careers Fair Year 11 

Students engaging with employers, 

colleges and universities. 



Careers 

Sandon Careers Fair Year 11 



Careers 

‘Your Future’ Careers Fair for Year 10 students 

Held at the kings Hall Stoke-on-Trent: February 2016 

Organisers: Chamber of Commerce with Local Enterprise Partnership 

All Year 10 students attended the Careers 

Fair which was hosted by the Chamber of 

Commerce. The event provided an excellent 

opportunity to gain further information, advice 

and guidance on required qualifications. 

Students talked with exhibitors about future 

careers including Apprenticeships, College 

Courses and University. 



Careers 

‘Your Future’ Careers Fair for Year 10 students 

All students engaged fully with the event 

and found it both useful and aspirational in 

considering their future career pathways. 




