
 

 

Subject: Ethical, moral and religious studies Year 8 Curriculum Map 2020-21 

Week 
Commenc
ing 

Topic (including links to additional resources) 
Assessm
ent 
Window 

31/8/20 

• Explain the importance of the Church for Christians.  Include detailed explanations and analysis. 
• Describe features of a Church and there significance 

 
Extended reading: https://request.org.uk/restart/2015/01/12/tour-of-a-church/ 
 
HAIL: 
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/visit/information/tour/ 
What are the features of Canterbury Cathedral? 
 
Visit to a church- TBC 

 

7/9/20 

• Explain the importance of the Mosque for Muslims.  Include detailed explanations and analysis. 
• Describe features of a Mosque. 
• What is the significance of these features? 

 
Extended reading: 
https://www.p4panorama.com/Gallery.aspx/grand-mosque-abu-dhabi-360-virtual-tour/ 
 
Visit to a Mosque: TBC 

 

14/9/20 

• Critically analyse the importance of places of worship and consider whether they are still relevant 
today. 

• ‘Places of worship are no longer relevant.’  How you agree? 
 

Extended reading: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z36xk2p/revision/1 
 
HAIL: 
‘Places of worship are no longer relevant in the 21st century.’  To what extend do you agree with the above 
statement 
 
Revision  

 

21/9/20 

End of unit assessment: 
Create your own place of worship 

Research- what would make young people attend a place of worship? 

Why are some churches more successful than others? 

Explain the importance of the Guru Granth Sahib 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sX1xXzAO0E 

Example of Elevation Church 

 

https://request.org.uk/restart/2015/01/12/tour-of-a-church/
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/visit/information/tour/
https://www.p4panorama.com/Gallery.aspx/grand-mosque-abu-dhabi-360-virtual-tour/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z36xk2p/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sX1xXzAO0E


 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IORSWpGcMU 

Hill Songs Live 

28/9/20 

• Explain why the fall of man came into the world.  Explain the concept of original sin. 
• Explain the 7 days of creation. 
• Describe the importance and significance of the story of Noah. 

 
Extended reading opportunity: 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+5%3A32-10%3A1&version=NIV 
 
HAIL: 
Explain the concept of original sin 

 

5/10/20 

• Analyse the importance of the story of Abraham.  Include relevant and specific knowledge to 
support/develop responses. 

• Why is the story of Abraham important for Judaism? 
 
Extended reading opportunity:  
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham 

 

12/10/20 

• Investigate and explore the story of Jacob and Esau. 
• Demonstrate precise and relevant knowledge and understanding of the story. 
• Describe what is meant by a birthright  

 
Extended learning: 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/jacob-and-esau-bible-story.html 
 
HAIL: 
Extend the story of Jacob- predict what Esau would do once Jacob had left. 

 

10/10/20 

• Analyse the importance of Joseph.  Explain why he is important in the history of Judaism. 
• Why did Joseph’s brother attempt to kill him? 

 
Extended reading: 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/judaism/story-of-joseph 

 

October 
Half Term    

2/11/20 

• Explain the importance of the Ten Plagues on Egypt. 
• Demonstrate relevant and precise knowledge and understanding. 
• Why did Pharaoh refuse to let the Hebrew go? 
• Provide modern day examples of slavery 

 
Extended reading: 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/judaism/story-of-moses 
 
HAIL: 
Give examples of modern day slavery and explain how slavery can be overcome. 

 

9/11/20 
 

• Identify qualities of a good/bad leader- include relevant examples to support your answer. 
• Explain why the story of David and Saul is important? 
• Explain what we can learn from David and Saul about leadership. 

 
Extended reading: 
https://www.proverbialhomemaker.com/story-of-david-for-kids.html 

 

16/11/20 
AR1 assessment 
All revision materials available on Google Classroom 
Assessment to be completed in one lesson 

AR1 

23/11/20 

DDI wave one 
Re-teaching of misconceptions relating to the unit on what is RE 
Specific feedback and guidance to every students 
Completion of DDI wave two based on teacher feedback and guidance 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IORSWpGcMU
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+5%3A32-10%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/jacob-and-esau-bible-story.html
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/judaism/story-of-joseph
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/judaism/story-of-moses
https://www.proverbialhomemaker.com/story-of-david-for-kids.html


 

 

HAIL: 
All students act on guidance from teachers based upon wave two feedback 

30/11/20 

DDI wave one 
Re-teaching of misconceptions relating to the unit on what is RE 
Specific feedback and guidance to every students 
Completion of DDI wave two based on teacher feedback and guidance 
 
HAIL: 
All students act on guidance from teachers based upon wave two feedback 

 

7/12/20 
 

• Describe qualities of an inspirational person.  How and why people can be labeled as inspirational. 
• Explain why some people are considered inspirational. 

 
Extended reading:  
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/inspirational-stories/g5188/kids-who-changed-the-world/ 
 
HAIL: 
Who is Martin Luther King? Explain and develop your response. 

 

14/12/20 

• Describe the importance of Gandhi.  Explain, using relevant and previse examples why Gandhi is 
considered inspirational. 

• What can learn from the story of Gandhi about discrimination? 
 

Extended reading: 
https://www.historyforkids.net/mohandas-gandhi.html 

 

Christmas 
Break   

4/1/21 

  
• Develop relevant and precise knowledge and understanding on the life of Desmond Tutu.  Give fully 

developed examples to support and develop your answer. 
• What is prejudice and discrimination? 
• What is the Black Lives Matter Movement? 

 
Extended reading: 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Black_Lives_Matter 
 
HAIL: 
‘It is impossible to stop racism.’ 
To what extent do you agree with the above statement?  Describe one reason why you agree and disagree 

 

11/1/21 

• Irena Sendler.  Why is she considered inspirational?  Include relevant and precise examples to 
support/develop answer. 

• Why is kindness an important quality of an inspirational person? 
 
Extended reading: 
https://irenasendler.org/facts-about-irena/ 
 
HAIL: 

Do you agree with the following statement- include an argument FOR and AGAINST 
‘You can achieve more by using love and peace than by using violence and hate.’ 
 

• End of unit assessment: 
• Set as an extended HAIL task 
• Research one inspirational person 
• Consider the following: 
• Why are they inspirational? 
• How have the inspired others? 
• What impact have they had on you? 
• What impact have they had on other people? 

 

18/1/21 
• Identify specific and relevant examples of a rite of passage.  Analyse the importance of rites of 

passage. 
• What rites of passage have you experienced? 

 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/inspirational-stories/g5188/kids-who-changed-the-world/
https://www.historyforkids.net/mohandas-gandhi.html
https://kids.kiddle.co/Black_Lives_Matter
https://irenasendler.org/facts-about-irena/


 

 

 

Extended reading: 

http://request.org.uk/life/rites-of-passage/how-do-christians-celebrate-big-life-changes/ 

25/1/21 

• Identify specific and relevant examples of a rite of passage.   
• Describe the importance of rites of passage. 
• What rites of passage have you experienced? 

 
Extended reading: 
http://request.org.uk/teachers/teaching-resources/life-resources/baptism-dedication/believers-baptism-2/ 
 
HAIL: Why do some churches not perform infant baptism? 

 

1/2/21 

• Identify and explore the importance of the Muslim birth ceremony.  Include relevant and precise knowledge 
and understanding to support your answer. 

• How would you celebrate the birth of a child? 
 
Extended reading: 
https://www.learnreligions.com/aqiqah-welcoming-celebration-for-new-baby-2004498 
 
HAIL: 
‘A child should choose whether they belong to a religion.’  To what extent do you agree with the above 
statement? 

 

8/2/21 

• Investigate the importance of the Bar Mitzvah and the Bat Mitzvah for the Jewish religion.  Demonstrate 
relevant and precise knowledge and understanding. 

• What is the importance of becoming a teenager? 
• What additional responsibilities and rights do you gain? 
 
Extended reading: 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Bar_and_Bat_Mitzvah 

 

February 
Half Term   

22/2/21 

• Explain why people decide to marry.  Demonstrate relevant and precise knowledge and understanding 
of the Christian marriage ceremony. 

• What is a soulmate? 
• What is the difference between marriage and forced marriage? 

 
Extended reading: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zk4dtfr/revision/3 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z7w2fg8/revision/1 
HAIL: 
What is divorce?  What are the five reasons that you could obtain a divorce? 

 

1/3/21 

• Demonstrate relevant and precise knowledge and understanding on Christian beliefs about life after death. 
• Why do people believe in life after death? 
• Is there proof of life after death? 
 
Extended reading: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkdk382/articles/zbgp7nb 

 

8/3/21 

• End of unit assessment lesson: 
• Evaluate the importance of Rites of Passage.  Give a balanced argument with relevant and precise 

knowledge and understanding. 
• Consider and give a balanced argument on the importance of Rites of Passage. 
 
Describe one rite of passage 
 
Why is infant baptism not practiced by a number of Christian denominations? 
 
Why believer’s baptism commonly accepted? 
 
What are the Christian beliefs about life after death? 
 
What are the reasons why people decide to marry? 

 

http://request.org.uk/life/rites-of-passage/how-do-christians-celebrate-big-life-changes/
http://request.org.uk/teachers/teaching-resources/life-resources/baptism-dedication/believers-baptism-2/
https://www.learnreligions.com/aqiqah-welcoming-celebration-for-new-baby-2004498
https://kids.kiddle.co/Bar_and_Bat_Mitzvah
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zk4dtfr/revision/3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z7w2fg8/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkdk382/articles/zbgp7nb


 

 

 
Why do you think that 1/3 marriages end in divorce? 

15/3/21 

• Identify and explain why religious conflict takes place.  Demonstrate relevant and precise knowledge and 
understanding. 

• Explain, with some examples, why religious conflict takes place. 
• Describe the events of the partition. 
 
Extended reading: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46428985 
 
HAIL: 
‘Violence never solves anything.’ To what extent do you agree with the above statement? 

 

22/3/21 

• Explain and analyse why there is conflict between Israel and Palestine.  Demonstrate relevant and precise 
knowledge and understanding. 

• Can we always blame conflict on religion? 
• What is tolerance and harmony? 
 
Extended reading: 
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Palestine/353592 

 

29/3/21 

• Analyse why there is troubles in Northern Ireland 
• Explain why England had to intervene 
• Will there ever be peace in Northern Ireland? 

 
Extended reading: 
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/th/The_Troubles 
 
HAIL: 
‘It is never right for religions to be involved in conflict.’ 
To what extent do you agree with the above statement? 
 
Revision for end of unit assessment 

 

Easter   

19/4/21 

End of unit assessment: 

Why does religious conflict take place? 
 
Describe and recall one religious conflict? 
 
‘The world would be a more peaceful place if everyone followed the same religion.’  To what extent do you agree 
with the above statement? 

 

26/04/21 

• Explain the definition of crime and punishment. 
• Explain the legal position regarding crime and punishment. 
• Analyse the concepts of good and evil intentions and actions. 

 
Extended reading: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhsjscw/revision/1 
 
HAIL: 
Explain the meaning of a good action and evil actions- refer to relevant and specific evidence to support your 
answer. 

 

3/5/21 

• Explain why people commit crimes. 
• Explain and analyse the Christian attitudes to why some people commit crimes. 
 
Extended reading: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvs3d2p/revision/3 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46428985
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Palestine/353592
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/th/The_Troubles
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhsjscw/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvs3d2p/revision/3


 

 

10/5/21 
AR3 assessment 
All revision materials available on Google Classroom 
Assessment to be completed in one lesson 

AR2 

17/5/21 

DDI wave one 
Re-teaching of misconceptions relating to the unit on what is RE 
Specific feedback and guidance to every students 
Completion of DDI wave two based on teacher feedback and guidance 
 
HAIL: 
All students act on guidance from teachers based upon wave two feedback 

 

24/5/21 

DDI wave one 
Re-teaching of misconceptions relating to the unit on what is RE 
Specific feedback and guidance to every students 
Completion of DDI wave two based on teacher feedback and guidance 
 
HAIL: 
All students act on guidance from teachers based upon wave two feedback 

 

May Half 
Term   

7/6/21 

• Explain and analyse Christian attitudes to lawbreakers and different types of crime 
• What is the difference between civil and criminal law? 
 
Extended reading: 
https://www.wiseguys.org.uk/teachers/keystage3/Civ%20and%20criminal/Teacher%20notes%20KS3%20Civil%
20v%20Criminal%20LCB.pdf 
 
HAIL: 
Do you think it is right to hate crime but not the person who commits it?  Give reasons for this view. 

 

14/6/21 

• Explain the three aims of punishment: retribution, deterrence and reformation. 
• Analyse the Christian attitudes towards these three aims of punishment 
 
Extended reading: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvs3d2p/revision/1 

 

21/6/21 

• Explain the Christians beliefs about forgiveness. 
• Consider and explain a case study related to forgiveness 
 
Extended reading: 
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Death_penalty 
 
Revision: 
Preparation for end of unit assessment 
Revision documents on Google Classroom 
Teacher to check revision documentation 

 

28/6/21 

• Develop an understanding of personal identity 
• What is your identity? 
• How can we define identify? 

 
Extended reading: 
https://www.reonline.org.uk/subject-knowledge/judaism/ 

 

5/7/21 

• Consider the major events in Jewish History 
• Decide which the most important event in Jewish History is- consider why. 
• Consider your own family history 
 
Extended reading: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkfk7ty/revision/1 
 
HAIL: 
Complete a roadmap of events in Judaism 

 

 

https://www.wiseguys.org.uk/teachers/keystage3/Civ%20and%20criminal/Teacher%20notes%20KS3%20Civil%20v%20Criminal%20LCB.pdf
https://www.wiseguys.org.uk/teachers/keystage3/Civ%20and%20criminal/Teacher%20notes%20KS3%20Civil%20v%20Criminal%20LCB.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zvs3d2p/revision/1
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Death_penalty
https://www.reonline.org.uk/subject-knowledge/judaism/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkfk7ty/revision/1


 

 

12/7/21 

• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the objects and features of a Synagogue. 
• Describe your own special place 

 
Extended reading: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3sf2nb/revision/1 

 

19/7/21 

• What does the word Torah mean? 
• Be able to show knowledge and understanding of the importance of the Torah for Jewish people 
• Be able to explain/evaluate teachings from the Torah and apply to everyday life 
 
Extended reading: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9prkqt/articles/zfn792p 
 
Overview of year 
Introduction of summer research project 
Links to literacy and poetry 
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spirited-arts/spirited-poetry/ 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3sf2nb/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9prkqt/articles/zfn792p
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spirited-arts/spirited-poetry/

