
Literacy support 

 

Literacy Across the Curriculum 

Literacy is fundamental to everything we do here at Ormiston Meridian Academy.  All faculties have 
a duty to our students to ensure their literacy skills are of the highest standards.  We recognise the 
vital part literacy play not only in academic success but also in accessing the wider world.  As such, 
every lesson has opportunities for reading, an emphasis on key words and close SPaG marking 
alongside comment marking for content/skills.   Please see the whole school literacy policy for more 
details. 

Our ‘Read Widely and Often’ programme (please see separate page) develops students’ access to a 
wide range of quality reading materials.  Taking place in extended form time, students read carefully 
chosen texts which are age appropriate yet challenging, which also compliment both SMSC and 
British Values agendas.   

 

Literacy support within English 

'Project X' - This CUP reading scheme of learning has been designed to ensure that disadvantaged 
CUP students have access to high quality, motivating texts which have been created to close the 
literacy gap. As the students progress through the schemes of learning, they will be exposed to 
variety and stretch with sophisticated vocabulary and longer text lengths to build reading stamina.   

'Big Writing Adventure'   

The ‘Big Writing Adventure’ scheme of learning has been designed to develop students’ 
understanding of audience and purpose through writing a range of texts.  The scheme of learning 
offers a clear learning sequence to ensure progression in writing skills, with grammar, punctuation 
and vocabulary teaching embedded throughout. This SOL is supported by an online subscription of 
videos and resources. 

Transition project – Treasure Island.  Written as a bridging unit between KS2 and KS3, this scheme 
was designed to help students move seamlessly from their primary to their secondary school.  
Taught in all feeder primaries, this unit focuses on key reading and writing skills whilst providing a 
very tangible link between the two key stages.   

 

SEND support for Literacy 

The SEND department support and test learners who may need additional literacy support.  We 
provide comprehensive, bespoke programmes which address students’ individual needs which 
include small group and 1-2-1 assistance.  We work closely with all faculties to ensure students are 
able to access the curriculum and be successful in their exams.  

Within KS3, support is varied to meet the needs of learners.  We provide ‘Early Bird Reading’ 
sessions which take place before school.  These have the express purpose of building students’ 
reading fluency, comprehension and retention skills and confidence in reading.   



At KS4, support is offered through our small group sessions which allow students to focus on literacy 
and numeracy, ensuring success at GCSE. 

  

Literacy support for EAL learners 

The EAL department at OMA supports the development of all four aspects of learning a language: 
speaking, listening, reading and writing. Through a range activities and strategies, EAL students 
develop confidence in the use their new language. Vocabulary is built to support grammar, spellings 
are embedded and frames are used to support the written form. Opportunity for practising oracy 
and reading are given on a daily basis. EAL students are also supported in lessons to highlight the key 
vocabulary and to support written or spoken performance of the student in class. Electronic 
translators are provided to overcome the language barrier. 1-1 support lessons take place according 
to observations in lessons. Out=r students are also supported through targeted mentoring. 

 

Literacy and The Library 

Our LRC is a hub for all things literacy and literary.  This space (which is currently under strict COVID-
19 secure rules) allows students to access an ever developing collection of materials.  Materials are 
grouped according to ‘readability’ which ensures students access books which are appropriate to 
their reading ability but which also allow for progression and development.  Our knowledgeable 
librarian is on hand to provide support to students who may need help either choosing or accessing 
reading materials, ensuring that they are guided towards texts which will 
compliment/challenge/widen their literary horizons.   

 

 


