












conflict in the Netherlands (the Dutch Revolt and the 
Treaty of Nonsuch, 1585). 

• Key Concepts: Privateering, Proxy War, Sovereignty. 
The Spanish Armada (1588) 
• Content: Philip II’s strategy to launch the Armada. 

Drake’s pre-emptive strike on Cádiz ("singeing the King 
of Spain’s beard", 1587). The launch of the Armada in 
1588: tactics, English advantages (faster ships, fire 
ships at Calais, the Battle of Gravelines), and the 
devastating impact of the weather. 

• Key Concepts: Tactical Strategy, Maritime 
Technology 
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Topic 3: Elizabethan Society in the Age of Exploration  
Focus: The Golden Age of education and theatre, the 
escalating crisis of poverty, and the first global voyages of 
discovery 
Education, Leisure, and the Theatre 
• Content: The expansion of education: Grammar 

schools for boys, the role of universities, and literacy 
rates across classes. Elizabethan sports and pastimes 
(hunting, gambling, football). The rapid growth and 
political regulation of the theatre (The Globe, the role 
of patronage, and changing attitudes toward actors). 

• Key Concepts: Secularisation, Humanism, Social 
Hierarchy. 
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The Problem of the Poor 
• Content: The distinction between the impotent poor 

(unable to work) and the able-bodied poor (vagrancy). 
The structural causes of poverty: population growth, 
bad harvests, inflation, and sheep farming (enclosure). 
Changing public attitudes from charity to fear. 

• Key Concepts: Vagabondage, Socio-economic 
Demographics, Enclosure 

Legislative Solutions to Poverty 
• Content: Local government initiatives (e.g., in Norwich 

and London). National government responses: The 
Vagabonds Act (1572) and the foundational framing of 
the Act for the Relief of the Poor (1576). The state 
taking structural responsibility for social welfare. 

• Key Concepts: Poor Relief, Institutional Reform. 
• Exam Skill: Dissecting change over time regarding 

how the state defined and treated the destitute 
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Exploration and voyages of Discovery  
Content  
Economic Drivers: The collapse of the traditional Antwerp 
wool trade forced merchants to find new markets. The rise 
of mercantilism (the belief that wealth and bullion equal 
national power) and the desire to break the 
Spanish/Portuguese monopoly on the New World. 
•  John Hawkins & Trade: The early development of the 
transatlantic slave trade (Triangular Trade) by John 
Hawkins in the 1560s. 
•  Navigational Breakthroughs: The adoption of the 
astrolabe and quadrant for calculating latitude. More 
accurate, standardised sea charts (log books). 
•  Ship Design: The development of galleons—larger, 
faster, more stable ships equipped with lateen sails 
(allowing ships to sail into the wind) and square sails for 
speed. 
 

 Drake’s Circumnavigation (1577–1580) 

•  The Mission: Drake sets sail in the Pelican (later 
renamed the Golden Hind). The official goal was to 
explore the Pacific and find new trade routes; the unofficial 
goal was to raid rich Spanish settlements. 

 

 









• Rising unemployment and poverty 
• Weaknesses of Weimar governments 
• Why more Germans turned to extreme parties 
• Judgement: Why did the Depression increase 

support for the Nazis? 
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How Hitler Became Chancellor, 1930-33 

• Growth in Nazi electoral support 
• Nazi propaganda and campaigning 
• Role of the SA 
• Political intrigue involving Hindenburg, Papen and 

Schleicher 
• Hitler appointed Chancellor, January 1933 
• Judgement: Was Hitler appointed Chancellor 

because of Nazi popularity or political 
miscalculation? 
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How Hitler Became Chancellor, 1930-33 

• Growth in Nazi electoral support 
• Nazi propaganda and campaigning 
• Role of the SA 
• Political intrigue involving Hindenburg, Papen and 

Schleicher 
• Hitler appointed Chancellor, January 1933 
• Judgement: Was Hitler appointed Chancellor 

because of Nazi popularity or political 
miscalculation? 

 

 

 

 


